Cytogenetic effects of rifampicin in somatic and germinal cells of the mouse.
The genotoxicity of rifampicin was tested for sister chromatic exchange in bone marrow cells and for structural chromosomal aberrations in mouse germ cells. Sister chromatid exchange frequency increased after 160, 240 and 310 mg kg-1 body wt. doses but not after 80 mg kg-1. In spermatocytes, 80 mg kg-1 rifampicin increased the frequency of chromosomal aberrations from the 3.5% control level to 14% after 1 day and 34.5% after 7 days.